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Pioneers in Partnering the Business Sector with Communities in Rural Development
PDA will draw on its 32 years of successful rural development projects in Thailand, as well as its extensive network of community leaders, to help companies match their available resources with those needed by communities to improve their lives through economic empowerment.
Through our work we have developed a solid understanding of the priority areas that communities identify that lead to improvement of their economic circumstances and quality of life. Improving the standard of these areas can provide new hope for a more positive future for the rural poor. 

These areas are broadly expressed as:
· Income generation
· Education
· Health
· Environment

· 

HYPERLINK "http://www.project60thailand.com/doc/pda/Institution%20Building.doc"

IT and Institution Building

The business sector has the capacity to make a significant contribution to minimizing poverty in Thailand, where support continues to be needed. International support is diminishing every year, yet around 6 million Thais still live below the recognized poverty line. Companies are uniquely positioned with both the necessary financial support and the important business skills to offer a sustainable solution to poverty eradication. Your company’s efforts in this endeavour will be recognized and rewarded through improved public opinion of what you represent. Being a partner in Project 60 offers a strong platform for which to show the contribution you are making.

To assist in developing an understanding of the sort of projects that companies can partner in, we have provided a number of sample activities in these five areas, which have previously implemented through PDA with successful outcomes. An approximate budget is also provided as well as example ideas on how your company can further contribute financial and non-financial assistance to enhance your support. These sample activities do not limit the possibilities for company support, but rather are intended to provide a taste of what you can do. Each community’s needs and each company’s resources are unique and your project will be maximized by identifying how the combination of these can be most effectively utilized to benefit your partner community.
PDA has a proven track record, through over 200 company partnerships in rural development, and will use this extensive experience to guide companies in selecting an appropriate project that matches their resources and CSR interests with the communities’ needs.

Selecting a project area for partnership
With our 18 regional development centres across Thailand we are able to work with a large number of villages. With this we can find a community with the needs to match the resources your company possesses and your preferred area of community support.
Understanding the need
There is no more valuable way of understanding these communities and their needs than by first hand experience. PDA encourages all participating company staff to join an eye-opener trip to see successful projects implemented through PDA. This two-day trip enhances awareness of the needs in these communities, encourages company involvement and commitment to the project and helps generate ideas on company support in their own project.
Getting started…
Khun Mechai and other PDA staff will be pleased to meet with your company to develop a unique community program that will match your company’s resources and align with your CSR objective to benefit your partner community and instil pride in your staff. Contact us to arrange a time to meet.
