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Instilling a community-based consciousness and responsibility about environmental preservation is important in order to protect community members’ future health, well-being and livelihoods. This can be a difficult practice to encourage in communities that are both poor and are accustomed to using resources of the natural environment as a source of income. These communities also traditionally lack the opportunity to borrow funds through conventional means and thus are less able to shift to alternative income generating activities that require capital. This project establishes a Village Bank by involving the whole community in the reforestation activity. 
For each tree planted by the community, money is contributed to establishing a Village Bank.   For detailed information on the Village Bank see the section under Income Generation. All community members have access to credit from this fund – vital for income generation. Community-owned capital formation gives villagers greater motivation to participate in the replanting activity and ensures that the trees get looked after and will survive in the long term.  Whenever possible, reforestation will be organized and led by youth and children, in order to raise awareness about environmental protection at an early age. 

PDA’s objectives in this project are summarized as:

1) to promote reforestation in both degraded forest land and public land, 
2) to teach villagers the value of sustainable environmental conservation through experiential learning, 
3) to enable this process by providing a financial incentive,
4) to provide a valuable source of credit through a community owned institution
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The program involves a three day environmental camp to raise awareness in both primary and secondary school students. This informal and interactive approach to environmental education engages students in activities outside the classroom so they can interactively experience the subject matter through various mediums.  The camp provides a positive and challenging environment for students to learn about waste and recycling, water conservation, renewable energy, plantlife and wildlife.  Students receive information that is relevant to their surrounding nature and geography so they may actually apply it upon returning to their own communities.  

Specific objectives of the camp are:

1. To promote environmental awareness and education through training of youth and community leaders.

2. To motivate youth to be driving forces in solving environmental problems.

3. To support the implementation of environmental activities in schools. 

During the camp the youth also learn leadership skills and are encouraged to take what they learn back to their communities to establish environmental protection programs such as garbage banks, litter clean-up, and peer leadership and training. The objective of the camps is to instill a feeling of responsibility in youth to look after their surrounding ecosystem and village environment for the long term. The combining of the environmental camp with the project to establish a Village Youth Government is an effective way to increase effectiveness and sustainability of each project as youth can form a committee to take responsibility for environmental management in their community.
Currently camps take place at PDA Sap Tai Branch Center, close to Khao Yai National Park and at the PDA Lamplaimat Branch Center in Buriram province.  PDA additionally operates a mobile environmental education unit which can travel to other communities and schools and provide information and training on how to cultivate and preserve the local natural environment.  The ‘environmental bus’ uses multimedia – from print to audio-visual – to teach about the local ecosystem, alternative energy sources, and what villagers can do to protect their environment.

Reforestation for Capital Formation








Going Beyond:


In-kind donations of saplings or seeds and other necessary raw materials 


Knowledge and training about tree-planting and reforestation 





Estimated Financial Assistance  


25,000 Baht (US$ 625) per rai of replanted trees. Includes food, accommodation, resource persons, meeting room rental and transportation costs 








Environmental Training (Environmental Training and Education)








Going Beyond:


In-kind donations of education and exhibition materials, models and tools


In-kind donations or discounted rates for renewable energy equipment


Ideas and input for camp curriculum or new locations for field trips (if relevant, a site tour of the company’s facilities)


Knowledge transfer through training or guest lecturing  


Funds to support environmental protection activities identified and proposed by youth/students








Estimated Financial Assistance  


Environmental camps can be funded for 80,000 ($2,000) three night camps, for around 50 students. The activities take place at PDA’s Lamplaimat Centre, Buriram Province








